
 

 

Portmoak Community Council 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

7.30pm, Tuesday 11th October 2022, Portmoak Village Hall 

 

1. Attendance: WCllr W Robertson; Cllrs AMiller (Chair), ADavidson (Treasurer), DMorris (Vice-Chair), 

SMcGregor (Secretary), DPaterson, KDonaldson, and one Member of Public. 

Apologies: WCllrs RWatters, DCuthbert, NFreshwater 

2. Approval of previous Minutes – October 2021: No comments / changes. Approved. ADavidson:. 

DPaterson: seconded 

3. Matters arising from previous Minutes:  

It was agreed that the Vice-Chair would attend necessary meetings in place of the Chair, whenever possible, as 

required when Chair is unavailable. 

Chair’s Annual Report – 2022: The last Community Council year 2021 – 2022 has finally seen a semblance of 
a return to a more ‘normal’ life, although the effects and impact of COVID-19 continue to be felt, and the majority 
of PCC meetings continue to be held online each month.  There is however a general consensus between PCC 
Members and residents alike, that the format does however ‘work’, and remains welcome, particularly on some 
of the darker & wetter winter evenings. Following recent discussion, it was agreed that PCC would try to continue 
to mix both online and ‘in-person’ meetings at Portmoak Village Hall, with a suggestion of convening face to face 
meetings quarterly throughout the forthcoming year.  This will obviously continue to be monitored, although all 
members of PCC agree that the aim is for maximum inclusivity and access for local residents to raise issues and 
participate.   
 
As we emerge from Covid-19 restrictions, social media outreach through the Portmoak Community Page 
continues to represent a key means of communicating meeting information, minutes, events and issues of 
potentially local importance to the wider community.  Unfortunately, it is appreciated not all have access to such 
portals, although ‘word -of mouth’ still seems as relevant today as it ever was.  PCC offer sincere thanks to 
Secretary - Cllr S McGregor for her continued sterling efforts in her capacity as information ‘hub’.  
 
PCC started the 2021-22 year with 7 members, who resided / covered all areas of the PCC catchment.  Due to 
completely understandable personal circumstances, 2 of our members have advised they are standing down 
from the forthcoming year.  We all thank them for their valued contribution and wish them well.  Particular 
mention of gratitude is extended to Cllr S Forde, who has served on PCC for many years. There are 5 elected 
members on PCC for the forthcoming year.  While reduced numbers are never ideal, the recent Community 
Council elections within Kinross-shire, have struggled to garner sufficient candidacy applications to meet 
minimum Committee requirements for some local ward areas, and so, PCC thankfully go forward with good 
membership.  As Chair for 2021-22, I have stated a personal objective is to try to encourage public engagement.  
This does not necessarily mean coercing or ‘press-ganging’ people to join PCC, but to perhaps try to encourage 
volunteering a few precious hours of time helping or working alongside all the predominantly voluntary 
organisations within Portmoak, who tirelessly try to improve our community or the environment within which 
we live. I hope this initiative can be carried forward to the forthcoming year.   
  
2022 saw local Ward Council Elections, with 2 of the local WCllrs stepping down, including Mike Barnacle, who 
has also served the Community for over 20 years as a WCllr.   PCC look forward to working closely with the 
current elected WCllrs (W Robertson, R Watters, N Freshwater & D Cuthbert) in addressing issues raised within 
the community.  The inaugural meeting of the Kinross-shire Local Committee also took place early in 2022.  This 
pilot scheme, largely driven by the Ward Councillors, enables a partial devolvement of certain PKC decision 
making powers, to a more local level, with representatives of all CC’s within Kinross-shire in attendance, together 
with the WCllrs and relevant officers from PKC.  The scheme has not been without technical, procedural and 



 

 

timing issues, which thankfully, have largely been addressed.  PCC members agree, it does however represent 
an excellent opportunity and platform for the issues which affect the whole of Kinross-shire to be discussed and 
raised, with the collective power of all CC’s it represents.  PCC hope that the agenda items continue to evolve 
and that the scheme is extended well beyond its initial ‘evaluation’ period of 14 months. 
 
Having read the previous years’ Chairmans Letter for 2021-2022, it is unfortunate to once again report frustration 
of both PCC and wider Community, that recurring agenda items have not been adequately addressed or resolved.  

 
Road safety and speeding continue to dominate the agenda at monthly meetings, however one of the early 
positives and clear successes of the Kinross-shire Local Committee was the ratification of a 40mph speed 
restriction order from Scotlandwell, to the Bowhouse development, on the A911.  Sadly, despite this being 
passed at the Committee meeting in February 2022, there is still no defined timescale from PKC in terms of 
placement of signage, with the scheme falling within a ‘long back-log’ list of projects requiring action.  Last years 
Chairmans report positively highlighted the promised PKC action of the A911 Route Action Plan, looking 
holistically at the problematic issues, however, this too appears firmly held within the ‘back-log’, and is yet to 
commence. 
 
Elsewhere within the Community area, there has been widespread frustration with the apparent failure of the 
existing speed reduction measures to improve road safety. The confusion regarding the numerable (and 
sometimes conflicting) revised signage speed limits between West Balgedie, and Scotlandwell was a frequent 
discussion topic, although it is the widespread disregard of the 20mph restricted limits within the main 
population areas, which is causing significant local concern.  Despite the integration of vehicle activated signs 
and road cushions, the results of PKC evaluation in Kinnesswood following the speed reduction order to 20mph, 
show little or no tangible change in traffic speed, with the ‘average’ still well above 30mph.  Despite almost a 
year of repeated requests, the data request for the Scotlandwell report remains outstanding, although it is widely 
anticipated this will produce similar, or even worse conclusions.  A suggested strategy by WCllr W Robertson for 
the introduction in early 2022, of a Community Speedwatch project in conjunction with the Police, received an 
enthusiastic response from local residents, however, this initiative appeared to be stall following the loss of the 
local Police Community Liaison Officer. It is hoped this can be resurrected with the recent appointment of a new 
Liaison Officer to position.  It is clear however, the existing speed restriction orders are abjectly failing throughout 
the Community road network, and PCC will continue to press for more robust physical measures and 
enforcement, to improve road safety for all.   

 
A review of Planning Applications within Portmoak continues to form part of CC work, and over the last year the 
CC have reviewed and discussed a number of Applications and also raised issues where perceived planning 
contraventions may have occurred.  Of particular note through a number of CC meetings, is the LDP zoned H54 
site in Scotlandwell, which has been the subject of re-application following a public engagement meeting in April 
2022. The CC exists to try and represent the Community view and a number of current PCC members attended, 
questioned officers and listened to local opinion to ensure appropriate representation. This scheme has raised 
significant local issues of environmental preservation, conservation village status, and specifically issues of 
affordable housing provision, which go beyond consideration of any single proposal and represent particular 
local priorities. The CC have asked the WCllrs to raise specific policy clarification with PKC Planning in respect of 
affordable housing provision, as this appears to be at variance within Pormoak, in comparison to surrounding 
Kinross-shire CC areas. The CC would like to extend continued thanks to people in the community for taking time 
to write to PKC or indeed simply convey verbal opinion in favour, or objection, of planning proposals. The CC 
continue to participate at the liaison meetings for the Westfield Energy Recovery Facility and ongoing thanks 
continue to Cllr K Donaldson for keeping the CC informed of developments. Cllr D Morris also continues to work 
with landowners and the Paths Group, maintaining rights of access to the benefit of all.  
 
The issue over the long-standing requirement to provide a safe public path connecting the villages of 
Scotlandwell and Kinnesswood does however appear to have taken a small, but welcome, step forward this year. 
Members of the Community Council completed an initial route evaluation in April 2022, which was subsequently 
approved by the CC as the ‘preferred’ option.  This was followed up with a route assessment in conjunction with 
all current W Cllrs in August 2022 to further ratify the proposal. The provision of an acceptable path has been a 



 

 

noted requirement and core objective of the elected Ward Councillors and Portmoak Community Council since 
1998. 
 

The route selection was based upon a number of key requirements, deemed essential in concluding the most 
appropriate route, including the requirement to provide safe pedestrian / user access from Scotlandwell to 
Portmoak Church, Cemetery, and Village Hall.  The proposal attempts to seek an ‘off road’ solution and would 
be intended to provide ‘wheeled’ user access. Path gradients will therefore be a consideration for all users. It is 
hoped that with the support of the WCllrs, a feasibility study can be commissioned in the near future and the 
project finally driven forward. 
 
The Glenlomond Village sewage system remains unadopted by Scottish Water, although this has finally been 
removed as an agenda item, following the appointment of a third-party maintenance factor by the Glenlomond 
residents, which appears to be servicing the village well.  It is hoped that this remains the case, although pursuit 
of adoption by SW remains the ultimate goal.  Regrettably, the residents of Easter Balgedie appear to becoming 
increasingly frustrated in their efforts of achieving compliance with current SEPA discharge limits of phosphate 
for their private treatment plant.  The discovery that Scottish Water pre-dose the public water supply with 
phosphate came as a surprise to many, including SEPA, the CC, the WCllrs and local MSP.   This situation is 
ongoing, and will undoubtedly be raised further at CC meetings, although the WCllrs have agreed to raise the 
specific problem at the PKC Climate Change Committee and also Kinross-shire-Committee, given the far-reaching 
impact of nutrient loading of Loch Leven, and the annual water quality problems that now generates. 
 
It is welcome news to report that a new Committee have been elected to resurrect Portmoak Gala, which is 
understood will be held, once again, at the Well Green, Scotlandwell in the Summer 2023.   While in preliminary 
planning stages, it is understood discussions are taking place to possibly connect once more with Portmoak 
Festival Activities, providing a fabulous few weeks of events.  This undoubtedly provides a focus for the 
Community and attracts visitors from neighbouring areas.  PCC wishes the relevant committee members, 
organisers and volunteers the very best for a successful event. 
 
The last year has personally presented a ‘baptism of fire’ in terms of CC participation, and I would like to thank 
all of the current and outgoing CC members for their patience and valued assistance.  Special thanks is extended 
to Cllr S McGregor for her invaluable assistance as Secretary.  For those of you whom have persevered and read 
to the end, I hope I have conveyed a part of what your Community Council has been / is endeavouring to do for 
you.  Please feel free to raise issues and engage fully with any CC members – your opinion really does matter.  In 
closing, final thanks to all the PCC members, Ward Councillors, and members of the public for their time and 
input over the last year. It is, as always, much appreciated. 

4. Treasurer’s Annual Report – 2022: The Treasurer reported very little movement on the accounts through 
2021-22. Cllr DMorris commented that PKC have paid directly for tools, strimmers etc. for the Paths Group and 
so funds for tools do not appear in the MBW accounts. Cllr DMorris also commented that the layout of the 
Statement of Accounts, within the section for balances of the accounts, may cause confusion as there appears 
to be a large sum of money within the CC Accounts, but it should be noted that a large part of this is the funds 
for the MBW Account (Paths Group). The Treasurer explained that there was a standard template requested by 
PKC as to how the Accounts are presented. The Treasurer offered to ask PKC if there is an option to split out 
the separate accounts’ values for clarity. WCllr WRobertson suggested that other CCs similarly run a number of 
accounts for organisations in their areas. The Chair suggested an explanatory note be added to the Statement 
of Accounts.  

5. Approval of Annual Accounts: Approved: Cllr AMiller: proposed. DMorris: seconded 

6. Demit of current office bearers/election of office bearers:  

Chair: AMiller. Proposed: Dave Paterson. Seconded: DMorris 

Vice Chair: DMorris. Proposed: Dave Paterson. Seconded: K Donaldon 

Treasurer: ADavidson. Proposed: AMiller. Seconded: KDonaldson 

Secretary: SMcGregor. Proposed: AMiller. Seconded: DPaterson 

7. Date of Next AGM:  Tuesday 10th October 2023 

8. AGM was closed at 1950hrs 



PORTMOAK COMMUNITY COUNCIL
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR PERIOD
 1 SEPTEMBER 2021 – 31 AUGUST 2022

Balance sheet
2021/22 2020/21

INCOME
General £200.30 -£             
MBW £150.88 150.83£       
Nr 3 Account £0.00 - 

Total Income £351.18 150.83£         

EXPENDITURE
General £297.43 104.95£       
MBW £0.00 950.18£       
Nr 3 Account £0.00 -

Total Expenditure £297.43 1,055.13£      

Opening Balance £1,963.50 2,867.80£      
Income £351.18 150.83£       
Expenditure £297.43 1,055.13£    

Closing Balance £2,017.25 1,963.50£      

A Davidson,  Treasurer D Calderwood, Independent Examiner
Date Date

Independent Examiner's Report:
Having inspected the records of Portmoak Community Council I am of 
the opinion that the foregoing statement properly reflects the financial 
transactions for the year to 31 August 2022 and of the funds 
on hand at that date.


